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The Steel Yard, a Providence non-profit  
organization providing instruction in ceramics, 
metal, and glass arts as well as serving as a home 
for a diverse arts community, is in the process 
of transforming their three-acre brownfield 
site. Morris Beacon Design is working with the 
Steel Yard to implement Klopfer Martin Design 
Group’s innovative master plan as part of an 
EPA-funded brownfield remediation project.

The Steel Yard
Providence, RI 

The Steel Yard’s ambitious site transformation,  
masterminded by Klopfer Martin Design Group, will 
provide active and passive open spaces, outdoor work 
areas, and new parking and ped/vehicle circulation pat-
terns. The landscape and drainage systems are woven 
into the site to minimize contaminated soil export while 
also naturally filtering and infiltrating stormwater to 
reduce runoff to the City combined sewer system.

Morris Beacon Design provided civil engineering  
services to design and permit site layout, grading and  
infrastructure for the project, including innovative 
stormwater management design to enable Klopfer 
Martin’s design vision.  MBD successfully permitted the 
project design with the City, Coastal Resources  
Management Council (CRMC), and Narragansett Bay 
Commission. 

Morris Beacon Design’s services included extensive 
earthwork analysis to minimize soil export, as well as 
negotiation with RI DEM and the Narragansett Bay 
Commission to reach a consensus for site drainage 
design while meeting brownfield stormwater infiltration 
requirements.

“movie room” central gathering space also serves as a DEM-approved soil stockpile
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pedestrian entry flanked by bioretention “moat” 
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MBD’s utility design includes bioretention with piped overflow during larger storms


